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Dennilton footballer leads Banyana 
Banyana to continental victory

Hilda Tholakele Magaia, from Vezinyao in Dennilton, Moutse, scored the two crucial goals to propel the South African 
Womens Football team to the continental glory. South Africa defeated the host, Morocco, 2-1 in the Womens Africa Cup 
of Nations (Wafcon) tournament final held at the Prince Moulay Stadium in Rabat, on Saturday 23 July to be crowned 
the champions of the African continent. The 27-year-old Magaia earned the South African Women Football team a 
continental title for the first time in history. Her first goal came in the 
second half with a counter-attack by Jermaine Seoposenwe, who found 
Magaia with a short square pass in the box before she send the goalie 
to the wrong way to put Banyana to a 1-0 lead. Banyana’s second goal 
came as a cross from Karabo Dhlamini, finding the on-form Magaia 
who was well-positioned in the box to hit the target. Morocco scored 
their only goal in the 80th minute through Rosella Ayane after a blunder 

by the South African 
defense. Morocco 
fought back towards 
the final whistle but 
failed to equalize, 
despite an extra nine 
minutes added by 
the match’s fourth 
official. South Africa 
was crowned 2022 
Wafcon Champions 
with a 100% record 
after winning all their 
matches...Continues 
on page 4.

Banyana Banyana footballer, Hilda 
Magaia, celebrating after scoring 
her second goal in the Wafcon final 
match at the Prince Moulay Stadium 
in Morocco. 
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Continues from page 1...During a post-match 
interview, Magaia said her dream of scoring 
goals for the national team in big tournaments 
has come true. Magaia started her football career 
with Brazilian Ladies from Monsterlus and 
later joined Tshwane University of Technology 
(TUT), Tuks Ladies Team, before signing with 
Swedish club, Möron BK. She said she was 
inspired by then Banyana star, Portia Modise 
and always dreaming to play the way she plays 
and score goals for Banyana. Magaia made her 
Banyana debut in 2018 and score her first goal 
during that match when South Africa playing 
with Lesotho. She led Banyana to qualify for 
the Womens African Women Cup of Nations 
after they drew 1-1 with Algeria in Algiers, 
however, South Africa won 3-1 on aggregate. 
Magaia was also named the 2019-2020 SAFA 
National Womens League (SNWL) Player of 
the Season during her time at the TUT. She 
captained the side to glory in 2019 as they lifted 
the Women’s Football Varsity Cup trophy for 
the sixth consecutive time. She also got her 
advanced diploma in business administration, 
which she completed in 2021. Magaia added 
the 2020 Cosafa Women’s Championship crown 
to her list of honours and capped her perfor-
mance in that competition with the Player of 
the Tournament award. The footballer said her 
dream is to play for Chelsea Ladies team in 
England. The Mayor of Elias Motsoaledi Local 
Municipality, Cllr David Tladi, expressed his 
joy and congratulated Magaia for her sterling 
performance with Banyana. “We wish to take 
this opportunity to congratulate her and wish her 
well in her football career, as a mirror to young 
females with intentions of becoming what she 
is today,” he said. MEC for Sports, Arts and 
Culture in Limpopo, Thandi Moraka, has sent 
a special congratulatory message to players 
hailing from the province for their achievement 
with the national team. Banyana players who 
are hailing from Limpopo are Hilda Magaia, 
Lebogang Ramalepe, Noko Matlou, Nomvula 
Kgoale and Amogelang Motau. Moraka said 
the department will have a special welcoming 
function to honour, appreciate and celebrate the 
players for a job well done. “I would like to take 
this opportunity and congratulate all the players 
for a job well done. This is really encouraging 
and it shows that we have pure talent in the 
country. I would also like to thank each and 
every supporter who rallied behind Banyana 
in conquering the African continent,” she said. 

Dennilton footballer leads 
Banyana Banyana to 
continental victory

Community protest disrupt 
water supply at St Ritas 

Hospital
The Limpopo Department of Health has con-
demned with the strongest possible terms, the 
blocking of the water bulk line supplying St 
Rita’s Hospital in Glen Cowie. “It is alleged 
that a concerned group from Riverside set-
tlement, have seized the distribution valves 
of the pipeline and have permanently closed 
the supply to the hospital for two weeks now. 
This is done in protest against lack of water 
in their settlement,” said Health Department 
Spokesperson, Neil Shikwambana. He said 
the hospital has been relying on water tanker 
trucks from the municipality since the start 
of the problem. “The department is currently 
running its flagship program of Rural Health 
Matters in the district in order to reduce surgi-
cal backlogs in the Sekhukhune District. As 
one of the hospitals hosting the program, the 
specialists at St Rita’s have been experiencing 
disruptions to their work due to water supply 
disruptions,” he said. Shikwambana indicated 
that without trivialising the concerns of the 
community of Riverside, the department wishes 
to call on the concerned group to find other 
means of venting their frustrations without 
disrupting the functioning of the hospital that 
is there to serve them.

Suspect arrested 
in possession of 
precious metals

The Limpopo Highway Patrol (LHP) in 
Sekhukhune apprehended a 29-year-old sus-
pect in possession of precious metals with an 
estimated street value of R100-000-00. 
The suspect was arrested in Machakaneng Vil-
lage outside Jane Furse along the R37, after 
the patrolling police spotted a horse and trailor 
truck surrounded by a group of people. “The 
patrol proceeded to the truck to investigate and 
upon arrival, everyone started to run away in 
different directions. The driver of the truck was 
stopped and he told the police that it was loaded 
with precious metals. He failed to produce the 
legal documentation of transporting the metal 
and was immediately arrested on the spot,” 
said Lieutenant colonel Mamphaswa Seabi, 
Limpopo Provincial Police Spokesperson. 
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Police Joint Operation led to the arrest of 24 illegal miners at Apel outside Jane Furse on 
Wednesday 20 July. According to the police report, the suspects were arrested during the con-
certed efforts by the police aiming to clamp down on illegal mining in identified areas. “The 
operation was a joint effort between the police, the Departments of Home Affairs and Mineral 
Resources, Immigration Officials, EMS and Phoenix mine security. The various police units 
involved included Tactical Response Team (TRT) the Hawks, Public Order Police (POPS), 
LCRS, Detectives and Explosives Unit,” said Lieutenant Colonel Malesela Ledwaba, Limpopo 
Provincial Police Spokesperson. Ledwaba said twenty two of the arrested suspects were found 
to be in the country illegally and will face additional charges of contravening the Immigration 
Act. “Police confiscated 13 jackhammers, 7 buckets, one generator, 11 shovels, three electrical 
cords, chrome and a cash amount of R16450-00,” he said. Ledwaba said the suspects, aged 
between 19 and 54, appeared before the Sekhukhune Magistrate’s Court on 21 July 2022, facing 
charges of illegal mining, possession of suspected illegal mining equipment as well as chrome 
and contravention of the Immigration Act. “They were remanded in custody and will appear 
again on 3 August 2022, pending police investigation,” he said. The Provincial Commissioner 
of Police in Limpopo, Lieutenant General Thembi Hadebe, has welcomed the success of the 
operation and commended all the members involved. “Community members are warned to desist 
from engaging in these illegal activities. The police will persistently conduct similar operations 
in all affected areas with the aim of bringing perpetrators to book. I therefore appeal to members 
of the community to report these illegal activities immediately to the police”, said Hadebe.

Police arrest 24 illegal 
miners

A group of young people, from the Thandolenkosi Foundation, have taken an initiative to feed the 
hungry and displaced people in Groblersdal Town to help alleviate their plight. The scholars from 
Groblersdal Academy Elementary School in Groblersdal, Kabelo Mamahlodi, Michael Tau, Sphiwe 
Moloko, Matshepo Maserumle and Koketso Naape, started raising funds last year to feed the less 
fortunate in town. On Monday 18 July, during Mandela Day celebrations, the foundation took upon 
themselves to provide food to over 120 people in Groblersdal. The people who benefited comprises 
of the homeless, needy residents and unemployed people from the nearby villages and townships. 
“The programme started last year when we helped vulnerable displaced people by providing them 
with breakfast and lunch,” said Thandolenkosi Foundation Chairperson Michael Tau. Tau said they 
started the feeding scheme drive after noticing a number of homeless people wondering the streets of 
Groblersdal and searching for food from the rubbish bins. “It broke our hearts every morning when 
we enter the school premises to see homeless people waking up in the streets not knowing what or 
when their next meal will be. We then started the initiative to raise funds and help them with food,” 
he said. Tau said last year, they had to halt the initiative for a few months after going through difficult 
times when it comes to finances and donations. “However, we started the feeding scheme again this 
year after we were advised to officially register our foundation as a Non-Profit Organization (NPO) 
with the Department of Social Development. We then started asking for donations from people 
around the communities and received a lot of help. They helped a lot during Mandela Day to make 
our programme a huge success,” he said. He said their ultimate goal is to help out as many people 
as possible and they are planning to extend their helping hand to assist disadvantaged learners at 
neighbouring places with necessities such as schools uniform and sanitary towels. “The objective of 
our foundation is to help our communities with everything possible that could make their life easier. 
We don’t want to fold our arms, we want to change their lives to the better,” he said. 

Scholars embark on a drive to feed the homeless
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The MEC for Co-operative Governance, 
Human Settlements and Traditional Affairs 
(CoGHSTA), Basikopo Makamu, said the 
initiation school season for both male and 
female, went as planned in Limpopo. Makamu 
was speaking during the 2022 provincial 
initiation season closing ceremony held at the 
Bakgaga Ba Kopa Tribal Authority in Tafelkop 
on Saturday 23 July. Part of the event was a 
graduation ceremony of over 1600 initiates, 
including boys and girls, from nine initiation 
schools in Tafelkop and surrounding villages. 
“As the provincial government, together with 
traditional leadership and parents, we worked 
together to make sure that there is zero toler-
ance and all the initiation schools comply. We 
should promote our cultural practice and at the 
same time consider safety of our children,” said 
Makamu. However, Makamu said the depart-
ment is saddened by the death of some initiates 
during the period. “One death is too many, it 
won’t be accepted. It is sad that parents take 
children to initiation school and end up having 
a situation where a boy does not come back 
home,” he said. Makamu said the province 
experienced a high number of young boys and 
girls attending initiation school this season, as 
a result of the outbreak of the Covid-19 virus. 
“Let me indicate that the demand was so high 
in some areas in our province where you find 
that hardly five days after the initiation season 
started, you will have more than two thousand 
initiates in one school. The problem is that the 
overcrowding is only accepted because there 
is avoidance of opening of illegal initiation 
schools,” he said. Makamu warned those who 
operate bogus initiation schools and parents 
who allow their children to attend such schools 
that they will be held liable of violating govern-
ment’s initiation schools’ legislations. “I must 
say that in our province, we had about 29 illegal 
initiation schools, which we tried to close. Our 
challenge was that parents want their children 
to participate in those illegal schools and defend 
them. We can’t allow illegal schools because 
we can’t regulate them. There are prescribed 

CoGHSTA MEC wraps up initiation season in Tafelkop
forms that needs to be completed and we have 
to invite the Department of Health to come and 
oversee. Such things cannot happen in the il-
legal initiation schools,” he said. Makamu said 
he will be taking the illegal initiation schools 

issue to the senior traditional leaders so that all 
schools are properly regulated in the province. 
Kgoshi Boleu Rammupudu II, of the Bakgaga 
Ba Kopa Traditional Authority, took the op-
portunity to thank everyone who was hands on 

during the initiation season. “I want to thank 
the men who were taking care of the children 
in the mountains, parents, medical doctors and 
members of the community who supported this 
year’s initiation season,” he said. 

It is with great sadness that Ben Viljoen 
High School was informed of the passing of 
Mpendulo (Tor) Mtshweni of Grade 12. He 
will be remembered by his fellow learners and 
teachers for his kindness, his dedication and 
positive outlook on life. He was a joker and a 
loyal friend who leaves a great void in all of 
our hearts. Ben Viljoen High School prays for 
his parents and friends. May the Lord carry his 
loved ones during this time and surround them 
with love and peace.
“If life pushes you, then you push back” – 
Mpendulo Mtshweni

Rest in Peace  
Mpendulo
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Sekhukhune United FC has announced the 
latest additions of three players to the team, 
ahead of the commencement of the 2022/23 
Premier Soccer League (PSL) season. The team 
has acquired signatures of Victor Letsoalo, 
Tashreeq Morris and Siphosakhe Ntiya-Ntiya. 
Twenty-nine-year old Victor Letsoalo was born 
on 1 April 1993 at Ga-Molepo Village outside 
Polokwane. The striker joins Babina Noko from 
Royal AM FC. Letsoalo started his career with 
Baroka FC in 2017 before joining Bloemfontein 
Celtic. He had a stellar 2021/22 season with 
“Thwihli Thwahla”, as he scored 16 goals, a 
tally only bettered by Mamelodi Sundowns 
Peter Shalulile. He made his debut for South 
Africa national soccer team on 13 July 2021 in 
a 2021 COSAFA Cup game against Lesotho and 
scored a hat-trick in a 4–0 victory, becoming 
the first Bafana Bafana player to score three 
times on his national team debut. Letsoalo 
said although it is going to be a challenge to 
move to a new club in the new environment, 
he will do his best to play well and work to-

Babina Noko gunning for 2022/2023 PSL season
gether with his teammates to win the matches. 
Tashreeq Morris (28), is a forward player who 
was born on 13 May 1994 in Cape Town. He 
started his football career with Ajax Cape Town 
Youth Academy in Ikamva from amateur club 
Juventus FC. Morris represented the “Urban 
Warriors” in a number of youth tournaments 
and was part of the winning squad during the 
Metropolitan Under-19 Premier Cup and the 
Copa Amsterdam held in 2013. Morris was 
promoted to the first-team of Ajax Cape Town 
(currently known as Cape Town Spurs) during 
the preparation for the 2013/14 PSL season. He 
made his league debut as a substitute against 

Kaizer Chiefs on 5 November 2013 and scored 
a winning goal in 1–0 victory. Morris Joined 
Cape Town City FC in 2019 and made 20 league 
appearances in the 2021/22 PSL campaign. 
He was also part of the South Africa National 
Olympic team that has participated in 2016 
Olympics games held in Rio De Janeiro, Brazil. 

The left-back, Ntiya-Ntiya (25) was born on 
6 October 1996 in Bizana, Eastern Cape. He 
joins Babina Noko from Kaizer Chiefs. Ntiya-
Ntiya started his football career in mid 2000s 
with Durban based team, Barsenal. He joined 
Kaizer Chiefs development team in 2016 and 
made his debut for the club in January 2018. 

Tashreeq Morris Victor Letsoalo.


